How nations deal with these three forces will go far in determining their stability and capacity for development. Thus, for Mongolia to probe as deeply as possible the current trends in the region of which it is a part, and to interact on an informal as well as formal basis with neighbouring individuals and governments is of critical importance.
In recent times, Mongolia has sought to make major changes in its past economic and political policies. It is currently committed to a market-oriented economy and to a democratic political order. To achieve these goals is not easy, as some recent events have shown. Yet on balance, Mongolia is to be congratulated for the economic and political strides it has made midst many impediments, with the hope that those gains will continue.
Meanwhile, Mongolia's geopolitical position is unique. It is a nation small in population, large in territory, positioned between two major powers. It would seem in Mongolia's national interest to seek balanced, positive relations with China and Russia while also achieving a closer relationship with Japan and the United States. Moreover, if Mongolia is to achieve greater understanding internationally, it must make its needs and aspirations better known to those with whom it seeks to interact, especially the educated elites as well as the political community. Thus, the tasks -and opportunities -afforded to this Forum are truly important.
